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An Act for the government and :‘gulminn of ‘Seamen i
the Merchant’s Service. Passed July 30, 1790. !
Sgeriox 11 Be it enncted by the Sewqte and House of Representalives
of the. United States of America; in Congress Apsendled, That from and
afier the firstday ef-l)esemben naxty evecy masier or commander ofany
ahip, or . vespel houpd . from a.port, in the Upisad States o, any  forel

port, or of any ship or vessel of the burthen of. fifty tops er ppwar [
bound from a-port in one state to & port in any, other than an adjoinipg
state,.shall . before ‘he proceed on -such veyage; make an- pent n
writheg ordn print, with every seaman or mariner on board such ship oF
yeasel, (except suchas phall be. apprentices or jgammants 40 himsell or,
owners) declaring the yoyage or:voYages, letmn or terms of time for
which such seaman or mariner shall be shipped. And if any master O
commander of sueh ship or vessel uhﬁrlpuq;rr] eut -any’ seaman: of
mariner, (except apprentices or seryasis as;aforesaid) avithout .suclh
contract or agreement being first made and signed by the, seamen and
or mariner, the highest price or wages which shall have bean given at
the port or place wherg-sueh seaman or mariner shall haye been ship-
ped for a similar voyage, within_three ‘months next _beforg the time of
such shipping : Provided such seaman or mariner shall perform such
voyage ; ot if not, then for such time as he shall continue to do duty
on board such ehip or vessel ; and shall moreover forfeit twenty dollars
for every such seaman or mariner, one haif to the use of the person
prosecuting for the same, the other half to the use of the United States ;
and such seaman or mariner, not having signed such contract shall not
be bound by the regnlations, nor snbject to the penalties und forfeitures
contained in this act. i |

bl -
Sgcrioy 2. And be it enacted, That at the foot of every such contract

_mariners, aueh . master -ercommander-shall pay-to-every:auch seaman

W e Maweo memorandug in writ, { the dag and the hourin
.*’ -‘ﬁt w‘man or mrilr, who an ship ;!u] siibseribe, shall ¥
t

render stlves on board Yo begin the voyage agreed upon. And if
any such seaman or mariner shall neglect to render himgelfl on board
the ship or vessel, for which he has shipped, at the time mentioned in
such memorandum, and if the master, commander, or other officer of
the ship or vessel shall, on the day on which such neglect happened,
make an entry in the log-book of such shipj or vessel, of the name of
such seaman or mariner, and shall in like manner note the time that
he so neglected o render himself, (after the time a pnimﬁad) every such
seaman or mariner shall forfeit for every hn!-nr.whic‘: he shall so neglect
to render himself, one day’s pay, according to the rate of wages agreed
upon, to be deducted out of his wages. Angd if any such seaman or

mariner shall wholly peglect to render himsglf on board of such ship
or vessel, or, having rendered bimsell on board, shall afterwards desert

and escape so that the ship or vessel proceed to sea without him, every ||

<uch seaman or mariner shall forfeit and pay to the master, owner, Of
consignee of the said ship or vessel, a sum |equal to that which shall
have iﬁmt paid to him by advance at the time of signingithe contract,
over and besides the sum so advanced ; both which sums shall be re-
covable in any court, or before any justice or justices of any stale, ity
town or county, within the United States, which by the laws thereol,
have cognizance of debis of equal value, against such seaman or mar-
iner, or his surety or sureties, in case he shall have given surety (o
proceed on the voyage. | | |
Secrion 3. And be it enacted, That if the mate, or first officer under|
the master, aud a majority of the crew of any ship or vessel, bound on
a voyage to any foreign port, shall, (after the voyage in,-hctiun. and be- §
fore'the ship or vessel shiall have left the land) discover thutthe said
ship or vessel is tooleaky, oris otherwise unfit in her crew, body, tackle, |
apparel, furniture, provisions or stores, tg proceed on the intended voy-
age, and shall require such unfitness to be inpquired into, the, master or
commander shall, upon the request of the said mate, (or other officer)
and such majority, forwith proceed to or stop at the nearest or oSt
convenient port or plage where such inquiry can be made, and shall;
there apply to the judge of the district court, if he shall there reside, or
if mot, to some justice of the peace of the ecity, town or place, iaking
with him two or more of the said crew whp shall have made such re-
quest ; and thereupon such judge or justice is hereby, authorized and
required to issue hig precept, directed to three persons in the neighbor-
hood, the most skilful in maratime affairy that can be procured, requir-
ing them to repair on board such ship or  vessel, unchm examine the
same in respect to the defects and insufficiencies complained of, and 1o
make report to him, the said judge or justice, in writing under their
hands, or the hands of two of them whether inany or in what regpecl
the said ship or vessel is unfit to proceed on the intended voyage, and
what addition of men, provision, or stoyes, or what repairs, or altera-
lions in the body, tackle, or apparel will be necessary :| and upon such
report, the said judge or justice shall adjudge and determine, and shal)
endorse on the said report, his judgment, whetherthe said ship or vessel
is fit to proceed on the, intended voyage ; and if not, whether such re,
pairs can be made, or deficiencies supplied, where the ship or vessel
then lays, or whether it be necessary for the said ship or vessel tﬂ re-
turn to the port from whence she first sailed, «nd there be refitted ; and
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.or marimer shull forfeit three day's pay for every day whichi
absent himself, 10 be deducted '

or, maripershall absent birsstdfifor move than forey-eight he

time, he shall, forfeit - all the wages due 10 him, and all his sodu
chatiels which weze on hoard E:l!t

where they may have been lodged at| the time of 'his deseytic
use of the owners of said ship or vessel, and moreoyer shall
“ 16 pay to bim or them il the damagaes whieh he:or they 10ay

aid ship or vessel, or in 8

by being obliged 40 hire ather seamen or THariners in his or- the
and such damages shall be recovered with costs, ap.any court .
any justice or justices having the jurisdiction of the recovery
tojthe-value of ten doMlars or upwards. | [
Sgcrion 6. Aud be it enacted; ‘Thet every seamaiorim
be entitled:to. demand and , receive fiom «she-master OF COR
the ship .or.vessel to which they belong, one third , part of .th
whieh shall be due 1o him at every port, where such ship or ves

wnlade and deliver her cargo hefore the voyage be ended, 0

contrary be expressly stipulated in the contract : and as 800
voyage is ended,sand:thesgargo or ballast be fully discharged

port of delivery, every seaman or mariner shall be entitled totl
which shall be then due according to his contract, and if) sug

ahall not be paid within ten days ofter such dis¢harge, or il (N

pute shall arise between the master and seaman’OF IMAFIGRIS
the said wages, it shall be lawful for the judge of the digtei
said ship or vessel shall be, or in ¢as¢ his residence he mopeth
miles from the place, or of hisabsenge from the plade uf his
then for any judge or justice of the pegce, to summul the r
such ship or vessel to appear before him, to show cause whj
should not issue ngeingk such lhipf pr vessel, hey tackle, furni
ap £y "~ i!n 1o ﬁ:'- f ol admpal valt “' _"I- 13 W
&7 iiol show that the wages aid of otherwisé &

ed, and if the matter in dispute shall not be forth
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case the judge or justice shall certify to the clerk of the 60y
district, that there is sufficient cause of complaint wher¢on

admiralty process, and. thereupon the clerk of such court 5

\process against such ship or vessel, and the suit, shall be proed

in the said court, and final judgment be given accarding to i

‘of admiralty courts in sugh cases used, and in such suitall
\or mariners (having cause of coniplaint of the like kind’
same ship or vessel) shall be joined as complainants ; and it B
‘incumbent on the master or commander to produce the con

log-book, if required, to ascertain any matters in digpute othe
complainants shall be
proof of the contrary shall lie on the master or commander ; b
ing herein contained shall prevent any seaman of mariner {ro

| or maintaining any aglion at common law for the recovery o
gee ; or for immediate process out of any court having admigy

risdiction wherever any ship or vessel may be found, in case
have left the port of delivery where her voyage ended before
of the wages, or in case she shall be about to proceed to sea k
end of the ten days next afler the delivery of her cargo or |
Sgerion 7. And be it enacted, That if any seaman of mari
shall have signed a contract (o perform a vogage, shall at an
lace, desert, or shall absent himself from such ship or vesse
eave of the master, or officer commanding in the absence of
ter, it shall be lawful for any justice of the peace “within !
States, (upon tiie complaint of, the master) 0 issye his wari

-

prehend such deserter, and bring him before such justice, and |§

then appear by due proof that he has signed a contract withi
tent or meaning of this act, and that the yoyage agreed for i
ished, altered, or the contract otherwise dissolved, and that

man or mariner has deserted the ship or vessel, or abpente
without leave, the said justice shall commit him to the house ¢

tion or common jail of the city, town, or place, there to ren@

the skip or vessel shall be ready tp proceed on her voyage, ¢

master shall require his discharge, and then to. be delivered g

master, he paying all the costs of such commitment, and dedu

|l samne out of the wages due to such seaman or mariner,

SpctioN 8. And be it enacted, That every ship or vessel beldy
a citizen or citizens of the United States, of the burthen of §
dred and fifly tons or upwards, navigated by tep of morg pe |
whole, and bound on a voyage without the limits of the /ni
shall be provided with a chest of medicines, put up by some
ry of known reputation, and accompanied by directions, for a
ing the same : and the said medigines shall be examined b
or some other apothecary, once ai leastin every year, and sup
fresh medicines in the place of such™as shall have been used
and in default of having such medicine chest so, provided
for use, the master or commander of such ship or vessel shag
and pay for all such advice, mediciue, or attendance of phy§
any of the crew shall stand in need of in case of sickne
port or place where the ship or vesscl may touch or trade at
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oat of his wages < butif |

permitted to state the contents thereof
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